Sir  Nortsen  Sirkett ,  *K.  C. ,  before  Oagoode  Hall  graduating  class* 


Mr.  'ireasurer  cin  Masters  of  the  beech. 

(Aftsr  recsillng  his  own  greduation  day,  Sir  Korroen  said;-/ 

You  ’.vi  11  be  told  that  rith  present  day  kssn  competition  that  your 

prospocts  for  «nccess  i  yoin^  chosen  profession  are,  .veil,  practically 

nil.  f'ty  own  oxpen.eaoe  has  proven  that  by  herd  ^?orh,  by*c'3votiou  to  .duty, 

success  is  sure.  And  P  can  only  say  to  each  noY/li’’  03.1J.ed  borriatar  at 

» 

law  I  wish  ?o.r  him  the  utmost  possible  nuccans. 

The  profane  Ion  o"  the  3.n-.7  to  n  graot  and  u  noble  '■oliing  and  I 
think  the  first  qun.ll  fleet  ion  for  cry  barrister  at  .law  is,  net  that  he 
should' be  n  scholnr,  not  th' t  he  should  be  versed  in  the  intrlcaoies  and 

t. 

obligations  of  the  low;  not  i;h«'t  he  chcu.la  be  e  n\an  of  hlrh  culture, 
though  a  31  of  thcee  things  s  ro  ejrped^ajrjt  If  not  osaenT.i8l.  Biit  tho  supreme 
Qunllf  ioetion  of  any  member  of  the  1 ’CyI  profession,  of  any  bci’rlster  ^it 
law  is  that  he  ohonla  b':  n  man  of  honor.  Ourr  Is  ra  great  end  noble  calling 
and  demaxius  th-^t  wo  who  come  to  it  should  st  least  t.'O  .men  cf  character. 

Tho  first  supreme,  paramount,  ov^rmt^^stering  considere tlon  Is  that  we  of 
the  lego!,  profossion  should  hold  the  flag  high.  ** 

In  the  British  isles*,  I  lonow-,  and  I  h-^ve  no  doubt  the  sane  is  to 
oome  extant  nt  least  true  bore,  Inwyors  are  regarded  aom^tlnes  with  -re  t 
'  distrust.  '  I  think  j^enn  Swift  had  a  '■ood  deal  to  do  vifith  this,  in  U  j  s 
satire  about  i.nwyorf:  paid  to  make  bl.nck  appoar  white.  \na  Lord  '"Inor.ulay 
added  coaaw’nat  to  r  faeLina'.  The^o  in  a  mlrture  of  distrust  anci  acmiration 
for  the  lawyer.  And  our  d^jty  is  to  mairyaln  the  stanenrd  so  that  men 
o very boro  shell  r.  alize  that  in  any  well  ordered  rrtnte,  In  eny  civillTod 
community,  tnore  ouf  bt  to  bo  r  body  of  '''en  who  hove  given  up  th&lr  liven, 
devoted  tholr  talents,  to  the  preserva  tion  of  the  principler  of  juntloo 
in  thc-t  corununity  as  between  man  and  man. 

The  oblirations  of  the  groat  calling  to  .vhlch  •..©  are  admitted 


2. 


are  The  fl-st  the  supremo  qualification  is  that  we  should 

tio  nothin^  to  Garnish  tho  ^roat  rouutatlon  which  has  been  handed  ,(lo'vn 
now  throufjh  so  nany  n^es  of  ^ma. 

I  soli  In  ny  lur -aoent.  tho  essential  qualifications  do 
not  lio  in  the  Icnowlod.'^^.o  of  the  low.  I  nay  not  be  face^tlous  but  It  Is 
a  surp^lslnr  thln^  what  success  can  be  had  on  a  modicum  of  the  law.  ' 
Stuay  the  ert  of  expression.  Study  tho  a'rts  of  speach,  for  the  ■  ’• 
spoken  '.'jQVd  still.  1«  perh.eos  the  most  potent  and  most  powerful  instrument 
given  into  the  ftanrls  o'  men.  It  Is  worth  oai'e.  Xt  is  worth  research. 

It  is  worth  .study.  Xuries  today  are  still  influenced  by  tho  apokon 
word.  If  1  may  suy  so  with  bated  braath,  judges  also  are  not  l-mure. 

And  nothln-7  can  p'tc ase  a  judge  hotter  than  belir  onlerly,  .'Luclcl,-  in 
tho  presentation  of  the  argu.merit.  or  the  facts,  with  the  carefully 
Chosen  word,  and  the  right  word.  Nothing  will  aid  you  more  in  the 

4  *  ^ 

tas'c  to  •hicb  you  sr©  now  lo  .give  your  lives  than  to  s:tudy  the  a  rts 
of  speech,  thx  arts  of  expression.  ‘ 

V  ^ 

•-0  ni->t  be  a  lawy,  r  only.  't^ad  widely.  Keep  a  high  cultural 
background.  )S?^a  friend  and  companion  to  tho  wise  spirits  wtio  have 

/ 

’written  our  poetry  and  provs©.  Saturate  yourself  with'  their  ides  and 
words.  Ano  inse.osib.ly  rn-firadtfhfla  the  whole  of  your  life  incluiing  your 
expression  v/ill  be  influ  noed  holffully, . 

ic  every  man  who  ovotes  his  life  with  slnoerlty  of  purpoao 
to  the  profoB^lon  to  v/hiciJ  he  belongs,  end  joes  hi  i  duty  in  that 
tjphere,  end  rotaixifcj  hi  o:rci  'Telf  re^iy^oot  booause  of  tho  standard  tof 
honor  he  has  sot  bofot'e  him,  there  i-  no  failure,  //hat&ver  the  world 
counts  success  or  faili?.vo  he  has  euooeeded. 


enu 


